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Biography
 
Teenage violinist Caroline Goulding is well on her way to fulfilling the destiny 
confidently predicted for her by Geoffrey Fushi, Chairman of the Stradivari 
Society. “Caroline Goulding is a brilliant talent,” he asserted. “One who is destined 
for greatness.” 
 
Only fifteen, Caroline has appeared with a roster of orchestras that many artists twice her 
age might envy. These include the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the Cleveland Orchestra, 
the Cleveland Pops Orchestra, the Aspen Music Festival’s Concert Orchestra, Sinfonia 
Gulfcoast, Red {an orchestra}, The Cleveland Women’s Orchestra, the Lakeside 
Symphony Orchestra, and the International Symphony Orchestra.  
 
Word of the young virtuoso – whom Donald Rosenberg of the Cleveland Plain Dealer 
described as “diminutive…with a massive talent” – is spreading accelerando. On the 
musical horizon are performances with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra; Red {an 
orchestra} in Cleveland, Ohio; The Lexington Bach Festival Orchestra in Lexington, 
Michigan; Sinfonia Gulf Coast in Destin, Florida; the Louisville Youth Orchestra in 
Louisville, Kentucky; and the Atlantic Classical Orchestra in Vero Beach, Florida. In 
2008-2009, Caroline will collaborate with cellist Umberto Clerici in recital, as well as 
acclaimed pianists Anton Nel, and Christopher O’Riley.

After appearing on such programs as The Today Show and Martha, Caroline’s artistry has 
captivated audiences nationwide. A performance on PBS’s From the Top at 
Carnegie Hall with virtuoso banjo player Bela Fleck garnered such rave reviews that  
NPR’s From the Top featured her in a second program, a performance of Brahms’ Piano 
Trio No. 1 in B major, op. 8 with violoncellist Alina Lim and pianist Si Jing Ye, recorded 
this past summer at Harris Concert Hall in Aspen, Colorado.  
 
Musical experts and professionals are as impressed by Caroline as her audiences. She 
won the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra’s Concerto Competition performing 
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in 2007.  Cleveland’s Plain Dealer Music Critic Donald 
Rosenberg said of Caroline’s performance, “Many of the most phenomenal sounds came 
from a diminutive 14-year-old with a massive talent. Caroline Goulding played the 
Tchaikovsky Concerto as if she'd been living with the piece her entire, short life.” In April 
2007, Caroline was one of only 10 musicians world-wide selected to take part in the 
Starling-DeLay Symposium on Violin Studies at the renowned Juilliard School. This was 
the second time she was chosen to participate as a Young Artist at the semi-annual 
Symposium held in New York City. 
 
In 2006, Caroline won First Place at the Aspen Music Festival’s Violin Concerto 
Competition performing Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto. Of her performance with the 
Aspen Concert Orchestra conducted by Peter Oundjian, music director of the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra, Alan Fletcher, President and CEO of the festival, declared, “Here 



was freshness, confidence, radiant technique and perfect optimism wrapped in sparkling 
beauty.” What is especially noteworthy about this honor is that Caroline was only thirteen 
years old at the time.   
 
Caroline began studying the violin when she was three years old, under the tutelage of 
Julia Kurtyka in Port Huron, Michigan. Since that time, she relocated from Michigan 
to Cleveland Heights, Ohio, to study with the renowned pedagogue Paul Kantor at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music. In addition to the Aspen Music Festival and School and the 
Starling-Delay Symposium, the promising young violinist has attended the Interlochen 
Center for the Arts and The Ceilidh Trail School of Celtic Music on Cape Breton Island, 
Nova Scotia.  
 
Caroline Goulding plays the 1617 Lobkowicz A&H Amati, made possible
through the generous efforts of The Stradivari Society of Chicago.  
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